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INFORMATION RELEASE: WORLD AIDS DAY 
OVERCOMING HIV/AIDS IN SPITE OF CRISIS 
On this day the “International HIV/AIDS Alliance in Ukraine” (Alliance Ukraine) traditionally reports about results of its activities implemented in 2009.

Against the further increase of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the country, the AIDS prevalence rates continue following positive tendency to reduction. After the first six months of the year 2009, 2214 new AIDS cases were registered, while the same period in 2008 reported 2297 of the similar cases. AIDS mortality also decreased almost by 8% during the same period (from 1370 to 1262 cases). 
Encouraging dynamics mostly occurs thanks to the results of a large-scale five-year treatment Programme supported by the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria with a total amount ceiling to USD 98 mln., which was completed by the Alliance in September 2009. 

According to the Programme implementation results Alliance Ukraine handed over 6070 HIV-positive patients to the state; the patients were taking antiretroviral (ARV) treatment under the support of the Global Fund; it was created an additional strategic stock of the vital drugs. Nowadays 13 043 patients should receive this extremely significant and continuous treatment under the support of the state; 1 607 of them – children. As of 1 October 2009 the total amount of HIV-positive patients receiving ARV-treatment came to 14 256 persons.
In 2009 Alliance Ukraine in joint cooperation with All-Ukrainian Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS continued implementation of another five-year Programme supported by the Global Fund – “Support for HIV/AIDS Prevention, Treatment and Care for Most Vulnerable Populations in Ukraine”. In August 2009, upon successful results of the first two-year Phase of the Programme, the Global Fund supported its implementation till July 2012. Thus, the total Programme funding will cover USD 131.5 mln., while Alliance Ukraine will be responsible for USD 79.2 mln. The major share of the Global Fund support is allocated for the direction of the high priority – HIV prevention among most-at-risk groups. This Alliance Ukraine activity was as well supported by the US Agency for International Development (USAID). 

As a result during the first semester of 2009 we continue observing impact indicators of the large-scale Programme for HIV prevention among injecting drug users (IDU). Thus, official number of the newly-registered HIV-cases caused by injecting drug use continues decreasing for the second year on end after seven years of constant increase: the first semester of 2009 registered 3662 cases, while the same timeframe of 2008 reported about 3684 cases. It is extremely important that this tendency to decreasing number of newly-registered HIV cases was recorded against higher number of HIV tests in comparison with the previous year.

HIV prevalence rates also decrease in the community of IDUs, which is proved by the epidemiological surveillance data. This tendency is mostly observed in the cities with high level of IDU coverage with prevention services. Thus, the level of HIV prevalence among IDU in Kyiv decreased by 7.6% over the last year (from 30.8 to 23.2%), in Dnipropetrovsk – by 17.6% (from 40.3 to 22.7%), in Cherkasy – by 6.1% (from 18.2 to 12.1%). The presented data is very convincing and it proves the efficiency of the prevention programmes among injecting drug users who remain the leading force of the epidemic in Ukraine. 
Nowadays more than 130 non-governmental organizations in all oblasts of Ukraine, which showed their ability to efficiently resist the HIV/AIDS epidemic challenges and threats, managed to cover 251 729 of injecting drug users, 74 521 prisoners, 44 105 female sex workers and 28 024 men having sex with men. 

 The most significant progress of Alliance Ukraine was 2.5 times scale up of the methadone-based substitution therapy in comparison with the last year. This is the most considerate scale up of the HIV/AIDS services in Ukraine during last years, expected by the thousands of patients for many years. As of 15 November 2009 the total number of the patients receiving substitution maintenance therapy under the support of the Global Fund came to 4 865 persons (857 – buprenorphine-based, 4008 – methadone-based) in 102 healthcare setting in 26 regions of Ukraine. 
Number of patients receiving SMT in Ukraine (by years):
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Another innovation which was finally legally approved by the Order of the MoH of Ukraine in November 2009 was an essential scale up of the counseling with rapid HIV/AIDS tests. During the last year the projects supported by the Alliance Ukraine tested 129 955 persons from the groups most vulnerable to HIV.

At the same time the range of rapid tests was scaled up with tests for sexually transmitted infections (STI): gonorrhea, syphilis and chlamydia. 98 880 screening tests for STI among the representatives of vulnerable groups were conducted over 9 months of 2009; 7 322 courses of STI treatment were initiated. Such large-scale service coverage was achieved thanks to launch of activities of 14 mobile clinics for provision of medical and counseling assistance on the regional level.

Despite the achievements, Alliance Ukraine is deeply concerned with the following problems hindering efficient implementation of the HIV/AIDS Programmes in Ukraine:

· Although Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted the National HIV/AIDS Programme for 2009-2013 in February 2009, the amount of its real state funding is twice less. Negative tendency is observed also in the draft of the major financial document of the state for 2010. In addition, the funding allocated by the State is continued to be spent ineffectively, including procurement of drugs at increased prices. The state budget almost does not allocate costs for HIV prevention activities among vulnerable groups. Thus, the state does not follow its commitments given to the Global Fund which may lead to relevant financial sanctions;
·  In November 2009 the Global Fund again rejected Ukraine in provision of 105-mln. assistance to fight tuberculosis epidemic. A part of this funding was expected to be spent on addressing the HIV-associated tuberculosis. Accordingly, serious problems related to diagnostics and treatment of tens of thousands of patients remain in question;
· Due to high level of artificial criminalization the representatives of the most vulnerable to HIV populations continue facing inadequate excessive pressure on part of law enforcing bodies and discrimination in health care settings; substitution maintenance therapy and other important prevention and treatment services are still not accessible to detainees and prisoners.  
We hope that the World AIDS Day will draw attention to these problems and the steps to finding proper solutions will be made by the end of the current year. Alliance Ukraine declares further scale up of the prevention services and improvement of their quality as its major priorities for the next three years. We call for state-run and non-governmental organizations to unite their efforts and enhance the prevention component within the HIV/AIDS epidemic response in Ukraine.
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